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on september 29 1970 president gamal abdel nasser died of a heart attack
the hysterical outpouring of grief at the state funeral dramatized the depth to
which the loss of this charismatic leader shook the arab world few men have
achieved the love prestige and adulation that nasser received from the arab
masses yet in reality nasser s political life was a tragic story this book is a
careful analysis of nasser s belated attempts to modernize the rural areas of
egypt it documents the political economic and social factors that made
nasser s dream for his people unattainable in his lifetime forced to choose
between domestic needs and international challenges nasser s attention was
too often directed beyond the borders of egypt his vision of renewed arab
greatness his dream of arab unity and his concern for arab development
often distorted his perception of his own country while no one who personally
conversed with nasser doubted his sincere desire for a better life for the
peasants of the nile valley many noted his tendency to allocate resources
more on the basis of dreams rather than the realities of egypt s domestic
problems granted permission to move freely through egypt s twenty five
provinces prior to the 1967 travel restrictions james b mayfield had a unique
opportunity to personally observe nasser s dramatic attempts to bring
progress and development to his people the two decades of nasser s rule

colored and shaped events in egypt for many years after his death
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from revolution to ruin the rise and fall of nasser s vision delves into the life
and legacy of one of the most enigmatic and transformative leaders of the
modern arab world gamal abdel nasser rising from the streets of cairo to the
highest echelons of power nasser captured the imagination of millions as he
promised to unite the arab world free it from colonial domination and create a
new era of independence and dignity yet for all his ambition nasser s dream
of pan arabism would unravel in the face of military defeats economic crises
and internal divisions the devastating defeat in the six day war would
overshadow his triumph in nationalizing the suez canal his vision of a united
arab world so close to realization would ultimately collapse leaving a
fractured region and a legacy fraught with contradictions in from revolution to
ruin the rise and fall of nasser s revolutionary vision is traced with a keen eye
for historical detail and political insight from his early days as a revolutionary
officer to his last moments brokering peace this book offers a comprehensive
look at the man who shaped the course of arab nationalism and the forces
that led to its downfall explore the triumphs the tragedies and the enduring
questions that surround nasser s life how did nasser s quest for arab unity end
in disillusionment what were the real costs of egypt s involvement in the
yemeni civil war and the war of attrition how did nasser s leadership inspire
and yet divide the arab world and what legacy did he leave behind for
modern egypt and the middle east from revolution to ruin is a compelling
exploration of leadership ambition and the fine line between visionary politics
and political collapse in a region still grappling with the consequences of
nasser s era his story offers crucial lessons about the power of dreams and

the dangers of their failure

nasser is a definitive and engaging portrait of a man who stood at the center
of this continuing clash in the middle east since the death of egyptian
president gamal abdel nasser in 1970 there has been no ideology to capture
the imagination of the arab world except islamic fundamentalism any sense

of completely secular arab states ended with him and what we see today
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happening in the middle east is a direct result of western opposition to nasser
s strategies and ideals nasser is a fascinating figure fraught with dilemmas
with the cia continually trying to undermine him nasser threw his lot in with the
soviet union even though he was fervently anti communist nasser wanted to
build up a military on par with israel s but didn t want either the 56 or 67 wars
this was a man who was a dictator but also a popular leader with an ideology
which appealed to most of the arab people and bound them together while
he was alive there was a brief chance of actual arab unity producing
common honest and incorruptible governments throughout the region more
than ever the arab world is anti western and teetering on disaster and this
examination of nasser s life is tantamount to understanding whether the

interests of the west and the arab world are reconcilable

osgood focuses on major campaigns such as atoms for peace people to
people and cultural exchange programs drawing on recently declassified
documents that record u s psychological operations in some three dozen
countries he tells how u s propaganda agencies presented everyday life in
america to the world its citizens living full happy lives in a classless society
where economic bounty was shared by all osgood further investigates the
ways in which superpower disarmament negotiations were used as
propaganda maneuvers in the battle for international public opinion he also
reexamines the early years of the space race focusing especially on the

challenge to american propagandists posed by the soviet launch of sputnik
selected bibliography p 511 519

annotation examines the geopolitical history of the middle east in the

twentieth century
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